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1. When a b i d  a r r i v e s  l a t e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  
o f f i c e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a c c e p t a b l e ,  
it m u s t  h a v e  been  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  
box b e f o r e  t h e  b i d  o p e n i n g  and t h e  l a t e  receipt  
m u s t  h a v e  been  d u e  " s o l e l y "  to m i s h a n d l i n g  by 
t h e  Government:  a l t h o u g h  b i d  was o b t a i n e d  f rom 
post o f f i c e  box a f t e r  b i d  o p e n i n g ,  t h a t  d o e s  
n o t  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  b i d  was i n  t h e  box 
b e f o r e  b i d  o p e n i n g .  

2. B i d d e r  b e a r s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  assure t i m e l y  
a r r i v a l  o f  b i d  and  l a t e  receipt  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
b i d ' s  r e j e c t i o n  u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
IFB f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of l a t e  b i d s  are  m e t .  

U tah  G e o p h y s i c a l  I n c .  ( U G I )  p ro t e s t s  t h a t  t h e  b i d  
s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  DE-FB20-82LC10932 
i s s u e d  by  t h e  Laramie Energy  Techno logy  C e n t e r  (LETC), 
Depar tmen t  of Ene rgy ,  f o r  a seismic s u r v e y  s h o u l d  n o t  have  
been  r e j e c t e d  as  l a t e .  

W e  d e n y  t h e  p ro tes t .  

The I F B  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  b i d s  were t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to  
"Laramie Energy  Techno logy  C e n t e r ,  A t t n :  C o n t r a c t s  O f f i c e ,  
P.O. Box 3395,  U n i v e r s i t y  S t a t i o n ,  Laramie, WY 82071." The 
b i d  o p e n i n g ' w a s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  Sep tember  2 3 ,  1982 ,  a t  2 p . m . ,  
b u t  U G I ' s  b i d  was n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  C o n t r a c t s  O f f i c e  u n t i l  
2:45 p . m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  UGI's b id  was rejected as  l a t e .  

U G I  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  b i d  s e n t  by c e r t i f i e d  mail on 
Sep tember  20 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  was i n  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  box p r i o r  to 
2 p.m. on  S e p t e m b e r  23,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was t i m e l y ,  

Where a b i d  is r e c e i v e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c e ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  tiinely, i t  m u s t  h a v e  been  r e c e i v e d  
i n  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  box b e f o r e  t h e  b i d  o p e n i n g  t i m e  and  t h e  
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l a te  receipt  i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  d u e  
' s o l e l y "  t o  m i s h a n d l i n g  by  t h e  Government.  Geronimo S e r v i c e  
Company, B-199864, O c t o b e r  28, 1980 ,  80-2 CPD 325;  49 C o m p .  
Gen. 697 ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  LETC p i c k s  up  t h e  mail f r o m  t h e  pos t  
o f f i c e  box twice a day--once i n  t h e  morn ing  a t  a b o u t  
10 a.m. and  o n c e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  The LETC m e s s e n g e r  who 
o b t a i n e d  t h e  b i d  f rom t h e  post  o f f i c e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  o n  
Sep tember  2 3 ,  1982 ,  h e  a r r i v e d  a t  work a t  a b o u t  2:lO p.m. 
and went  t o  t h e  post  o f f i c e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  f o r  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  m a i l  p i c k u p .  The d r i v e  t o  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  t a k e s  
a b o u t  5 m i n u t e s .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  b i d  w a s  o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  pos t  off ice  
a f t e r  2 p . m . ,  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  b i d  w a s  i n  
t h e  post  o f f i c e  box b e f o r e  2 p.m. F u r t h e r , .  U G I  h a s  
p r e s e n t e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  b i d  w a s  i n  t h e  box before 
2 p.m. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  are u n a b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  bid 
was l a t e  solely t o  m i s h a n d l i n q  by t h e  Government  and  t h a t  it 
was improper t6  re jec t  t h e  b i d  as  l a t e .  
Company, s u p r a .  _. Cf.  49 Comp.  Gen. 697 ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  

Geronimo S e r v i c e  

U G I  a l s o  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  b i d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
l a t e  b e c a u s e  i t  al leges  it m a i l e d  t h e  b i d  a t  t h e  ea r l ies t  
p o s s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  However, it is t h e  b i d d e r ' s  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  to a s s u r e  t i m e l y  a r r i v a l  o f  i ts  b i d  and  l a t e  receipt  
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  b i d ' s  r e j e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  specif ic  con- 
d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  IFB f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  l a t e  b i d s  are  m e t .  
4-- S i  m a  T r e a t m e n t  S y s t e m s ,  B-207791, J u n e  21 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82 -1  CPD 
613. T h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a re  t h a t  t h e  b i d  was s e n t  b y  
c e r t i f i e d  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  m a i l  a t  l ea s t  5 d a y s  p r io r  t o  b i d  
o p e n i n g  o r  t h a t  t h e  sole r e a s o n  for d e l a y  is  m i s h a n d l i n g  b y  
t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  a f t e r  t i m e l y  receipt a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n .  Geron imo  S e r v i c e  Company, s u p r a .  I n  t h i s  case, t h e  
e x c e p t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  been  met. . 
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